Cranium.?The vessels of the scalp were highly congested, and on opening the skull, the dura mater was found extravasated with blood and adherent to the left hemisphere of the brain, posteriorly, to the extent of about four inches along the superior longitudinal fissure. The substance of the brain wa3 also deeply congested j no serous effusions in the ventricles or base of the brain.
In the present case, the powdered root, mixed witli sweetmeats, was administered to a female of about eighteen years of age. Within half an hour after the poison was swallowed, the symptoms were sudden retching with violent vomiting ; spasm and contortions of the body, with fearful racking pain ; short intervals of relief; then recurrence of the same symptoms, increasing in force. The time that elapsed between taking the drug and the consequent death was about four hours.
The post-mortem examination was performed twenty-four hours after death, and the following appearances were observed in the internal parts of the body :?
Cranium.?The vessels of the scalp were highly congested, and on opening the skull, the dura mater was found extravasated with blood and adherent to the left hemisphere of the brain, posteriorly, to the extent of about four inches along the superior longitudinal fissure. The substance of the brain wa3 also deeply congested j no serous effusions in the ventricles or base of the brain.
Cliest.?Heart and lungs healthy, and the latter deeply congested. The right side of the heart contained an ounce of dark fluid blood ; left side empty. No serous effusions into the pericardium.
Abdomen:?Of the abdominal organs, the liver and kidneys were deeply congested. The spleen was extravasated with blood, and pulpy?in fact, it was one mass of blood. The stomach, along its upper curvature and posterior surface, presented throughout its thickness a highly inflammatory appearance, and was of a dark red color. The mucous membrane of the above portion, internally, was also inflamed. The intestines were congested. The peritoneal covering of the fundus of the uterus, anteriorly, was more or less inflamed ; uterus unimpregnated; no external marks of injury were observed on any part of the body.
